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Survey Goals and Objectives

Provide community 
input to the 2024 
Open Space and 
Recreation Plan

•Required by the State 
every 7 years for grant and 
funding eligibility

1

Inform parallel 
planning and 
development efforts 
across Plymouth

•Master Planning Process

•Climate Action & 
Adaptation Plan
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Support the work of 
related Town 
Departments

•Conservation

•Parks & Forestry

•Natural Resources

3
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Participation

459 residents responded to 11 quantitative questions 

and submitted 620 written comments
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92% are Plymouth Homeowners
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Less than Half are Satisfied with Current 

Efforts to Preserve Open Space

Satisfaction with job Plymouth is doing to 

preserve open space

Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied

43%4

32%

25%

Satisfaction with job Plymouth is doing to 

provide recreation options

Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied

33%

56%

11%
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Administration

April-May 2024
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Underlying Theme

“It’s important to keep  
investing in open space.  It’s a 
community good whose value 

isn’t immediately measurable in 
dollars and cents, but it 

contributes immeasurably over 
time to the quality of life and 
beauty of our community.”
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Environment is Top of Mind
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Scenic Views

Historic/Cultural Purposes

Active Recreation (e.g., ball fields)

Passive Recreation (e.g., trails)

Property Tax Stabilization

Biodiversity and Climate Resiliency

Flood Control and Storm Protection

Wildlife Habitats

Natural Environment Preservation

Water Quality Protection

How Important is it for Plymouth to Provide and Maintain 

Open Space for These Reasons?

Extremely Important Very Important Moderately Important

Slightly Important Not At All Important
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Beaches & Hiking Trails are Highly Valued
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Skateboard Parks

Picnic Areas

Golf Courses

Indoor Recreation Facilities

Dog Parks

Public Boat Access/Ramps

Athletic Fields and Tracks

Tennis/Pickleball Courts

Playgrounds

Bike Paths

Neighborhood Parks

Protected Conservation Areas

Walking/Hiking Trails

Beaches

Which Resources are Most Important to You?
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Wishlist for Improvements is Consistent

Beach 

Upgrades

• Get rid of 

Bert’s

• Replenish 

sand

• Make it 

accessible

• Add 

facilities

• Improve 

parking

Parks/Ponds 

Renovations

• Veteran’s

• Emerson

• Briggs Field

• Forges Field

• Nelson

• Morton Pond

• Hedges 

Pond

• N. Plymouth 

playgrounds

Non-motorized

Infrastructure

“Make 

Plymouth more 

walkable and 

bikeable!”

Dog Parks

“WE NEED 

ONE!”

Stop Building

“The best way 

to improve 

ALL open 

spaces is to 

stop 

destroying 

them!

300 residents submitted ideas for improvements to specific locations and 

shared strong opinions about development.
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Strong Support for Ways to Acquire 

More Open Space

Town’s Available Strategies to Acquire Open Space % Support

Require developers to dedicate specific proportions of 

open space in their projects
81%

Purchase land through land grants and Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) funds

76%

Promote gifts of private land to Conservation Commission 72%

Convey Town-Owned Tax Title properties (i.e., foreclosed 

properties) to conservation or recreation status

72%
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Setting Priorities for the Future 11



What’s Next?

• Communicate survey results

• Inform 2024 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

• Support Master Plan process and other Town initiatives

• Develop recommendations for additional open space 

    opportunities for the community
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Open Space Committee: Sample 

of Accomplishments 2017-2024
 Land Acquisition: Approximately 488 acres acquired via tax title conveyance for open space, at no cost to the 

Town (except for filing, registration fees)

 Trail Work (In partnership with Wildlands Trust and Dept of Energy and Environment):

 Completed more than 60 work projects to open and maintain walking trails 

 Initiated trail camera project to assess trail use

 Education and Publications:

 Developed, updated and distributed thousands of Trail Guides, free to the public

 Co-sponsored Sustainable Plymouth’s Invasive Plant Guide: Dirty Dozen

 Led 14 Community Hikes and published 19 Take a Hike columns 

 Participated in Community Education events, e.g., Herring Festival, Plymouth Garden Tour

 Created 2 Story Walks in partnership with Plymouth Library & Public Schools

 Co-sponsored/participated in: Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Program; Priority Plymouth’s Climate 

Action Plan, Balancing Sustainability, Growth and Development in Plymouth Panel Discussion; Invasive Plant 

Workshops and work projects

 Partnerships: Sustainable Plymouth, Wildlands Trust, SeePlymouth, SE MA Pine Barrens Alliance, Dept of Energy and 

Environment, Planning Dept, Audubon
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A Final Thought from a Constituent

“Plymouth is incredibly unique in its offerings – oceans, 

lakes, cranberry bogs, hiking trails,

golfing, downtown, neighborhoods.  Keep the diversity of 

what is available.  This is a huge part of the draw.”
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