ARTICLE 16E:

ARTICLE 16E: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum of money for the creation
and/or restoration and rehabilitation of land for open space and recreational use, including
improvements to comply with, Americans with Disabilities Act and Massachusetts Architectural
Access Board access standards at various public playgrounds, including Manomet Recreation
Area, Siever Field North Plymouth and West Plymouth Recreational Area, pursuant to the
Community Preservation Program, and specifically for the design, acquisition and installation of
recreational play equipment for such land, including but not limited to site preparation and
permitting costs; and to appropriate said sum from the Fiscal Year 2021 Community
Preservation Act estimated annual revenues, Community Preservation Reserves, or other
available funds for such purposes, or take any other action relative thereto.

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

RECOMMENDATION: Approval $545,033 (Unanimous, 10-0-0)

The Advisory & Finance Committee recommends Town Meeting approve Article 16E. The
purpose of Article 16E is to utilize $520,033 in CPA Funds and $25,000 from Free Cash to
address violations at Manomet Recreation Area, Siever Field and West Plymouth Recreation
Area. The Town and CPC consider these upgrades and mobility issue repairs a priority to ensure
safe and accessible play areas for all individuals.




TOWN OF PLYMOUTH

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION
COMMITTEE

MEMO

TO: Town Meeting, Board of Selectmen, and the Advisory & Finance Committee
From: The Community Preservation Committee
Re:  Spring TM 2020: CPA Article 16E

ARTICLE 16E: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum for the creation and/or
restoration and rehabilitation of land for open space and recreational use, including improvements
to comply with, Americans with Disabilities Act and Massachusetts Architectural Access Board
access standards at various public playgrounds, including Manomet Recreation Area and Siever
Field North Plymouth, pursuant to the Community Preservation Program, and specifically for the
design, acquisition and installation of recreational play equipment for such land, including but not
limited to site preparation and permitting costs; and as funding therefor to appropriate said sum
from the Community Preservation Fund estimated annual reserves, fund balance, or reserves, and/or
borrow pursuant to G.L. c.44B or any other enabling authority, or take any other action relative
thereto.

COMMUNITY PRESEVERATION COMMITTEE

CPC RECOMMENDATION: Approval (unanimous)
The Community Preservation Committee voted in favor of Article 16E for Spring Town Meeting.

SUMMARY & INTENT: The intent of the CPC is to appropriate a sum from the Community
Preservation Act Fund from Open Space Recreational, for the building and replacing ADA & AAB
compliant paly structures at both Nelson Park, and the Elmer Raymond Playground. The CPC voted
to recommend the application as submitted by the Town of Plymouth Recreational & Park
Department, along with a cautionary note, not to use CPA funds for maintenance activities around
improvement of sidewalks or pathways. The CPA understands that the Town is in a unique
situation as it relates to ADA & AAB compliance in three (3) of its fifteen (15) parks. The
Massachusetts Architectural Board has cited the Town for violations for not meeting accessibility
requirements. If not addressed by the summer of 2020 the Town will be at risk for incurring
substantial fines due to the violations. The CPC would like to accommodate the Parks and
Recreational Department by making the play equipment ADA and AAB compliant, in order to
avoid the added cost of State fines. The CPC also recommends to the Town that they follow the
State ruling on the use of CPA funds as outlined in a court decision regarding the Town Hanover.
In addition the CPC would like to extend the option to the Town for assistance in creating an ADA
& AAB Self Evaluation and Transition Plan for the remaining twelve (12) parks. With this current
active application CPA administrative funds could be utilized to further ADA & AAB status
research for the parks as outlined in the application.
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