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ADU

Is existing system 
conforming (built after 

1995?)

Yes

Is there an increase to 
flow (number of bedrooms 

on the Facility)

Yes

The existing septic system must meet New Construction 
standards (i.e., be in full compliance with Title 5) for the total 

number of bedrooms on the Facility. This is because 310 CMR 
15.204 requires that any Upgrade (modification of one or more 

components) of a septic system to accept increased design flow 
be performed in full compliance with the requirements 

applicable to New Construction.  o A multi-compartment tank or 
two tanks in series is required because 310 CMR 15.223(1)(b) 2 

requires a multi-compartment tank or two tanks in series for 
systems serving Facilities other than a single-family dwelling 

unit (the septic system will serve both the principal dwelling and 
the ADU).  

No

A multi-compartment tank 
or two tanks in series is 

required. 

No

Is there an increase to 
flow (number of bedrooms 

on the Facility)

Yes

The existing septic system 
must meet New Construction 

standards for the total 
number of bedrooms. o A 

multi-compartment septic 
tank or two tanks in series is 

required. 

No

The existing septic system must be inspected 
and upgraded in accordance with the terms 
and provisions of 310 CMR 15.401 through 

15.405 if a failure criterion is discovered. This 
is because 310 CMR 15.301(5) requires 

system inspection prior to any expansion in 
use of the Facility for which a building or 

occupancy permit from the local building 
inspector is required.  o A multi-

compartment septic tank or two tanks in 
series is required. 

Is existing system 
conforming (built after 

1995?)

Yes

The proposed system 
must meet New 

Construction standards 
for the number of 

bedrooms in the ADU. 

No

Is there an increase to 
flow (number of bedrooms 

on the Facility)

Yes

The existing septic system 
must meet New Construction 
standards for the number of 

bedrooms in the principal 
dwelling. o The proposed 
septic system must meet 

New Construction standards 
for the number of bedrooms 

in the ADU. 

No

The existing septic system 
shall be inspected and 

upgraded in accordance 
with the terms and 

provisions of 310 CMR 
15.401 through 15.405 if a 

failure criterion is 
discovered. o The 

proposed system must 
meet New Construction 

standards for the number 
of bedrooms in the ADU. 

Tie into Existing System Own system 


